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1. Resource Paper Introduction 
and Overview
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Introduction
• The purpose of the Transportation & 

Movement Resource Paper is to 
summarize relevant mobility plans, 
projects, programs, and policies for 
Central Maui. 

• It includes an identification of key 
issues and opportunities in the areas 
of mobility networks, transportation 
safety, and multimodal access. 

• The paper also presents initial 
recommendations for strategies, 
policies, and actions, which will be 
further developed through the 
community planning process. 
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Navahine Settlement and its Role in the 
Transportation & Movement Resource Paper

• In July of 2024, the Navahine v. 
Hawaii Department of 
Transportation settlement 
acknowledged the constitutional 
rights of Hawaii’s youth to a 
“life-sustaining climate and 
confirm[ed] the commitment by 
HDOT to plan and implement 
transformative changes to 
Hawaii’s transportation system.”

• This settlement is reflected in 
transportation priorities in 
Central Maui, as HDOT is 
committed to achieve the state’s 
goal of net-negative emissions 
by 2045. 
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2. Central Maui Community Plan 
Update
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Overview of the Central Maui Community 
Plan Update

The Maui County General Plan includes the Countywide Policy Plan (CWPP), Maui Island 
Plan (MIP), and community plans. Community plans focus on smaller geographic 
regions and have 20-year planning horizons. Guided by a vision for the future, they 
provide goals, policies, and implementation actions that direct the development 
character and appropriate land use for the region and provide clear direction to guide 
County decision-making. More information about Community Plans is available at 
https://www.mauicounty.gov/423/Community-Plans. 

The Central Maui Community Plan (CP), which covers the region illustrated on the slide 
after next, is currently being updated. The Central Maui Community Plan Update kicked 
off in early 2024 and includes extensive outreach and engagement to collect community 
input that will inform the Plan’s vision and policy direction, a series of Resource Papers 
that explore issues and opportunities of Central Maui and guide plan development, and 
implementation actions that help guarantee a successful roll out of the Plan over the 
next 20 years. 
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Purpose of the Resource Papers
As part of the Central Maui Community Plan Update process, the County—with 
assistance from a team of consultants—prepared a total of seven Resource Papers 
focused on cultural resources, climate change, housing, urban design, economic 
development and socioeconomics, transportation, and infrastructure. These Resource 
Papers summarize relevant existing policy (from the Countywide Policy Plan and Maui 
Island Plan), key issues that need to be addressed, opportunities to take advantage of, 
and initial recommendations for strategies, policies, and actions to include in the 
Community Plan. The Resource Papers were prepared based on the best available data 
and research, including existing studies, reports, and plans. 

The Resource Papers were crafted with two primary purposes in mind: first, to inform 
County staff, community members, and stakeholders about existing conditions, policies, 
and plans related to the Community Plan; second, they were written so that the key 
findings can be easily adapted for use in the Community Plan, either in the Plan, Policy, 
or Growth Frameworks or the Implementation Program.
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Planning Area
Through the I Mua Central Maui 
Transportation Study and other recent 
plans, the County of Maui has assessed 
mobility issues and opportunities for 
Central Maui and identified projects, 
programs, and policies to advance the 
community’s goals and meet the highest-
priority needs. 

The Central Maui Community Plan Update’s 
Transportation & Movement Resource 
Paper builds on the findings of I Mua 
Central Maui and expands the area of 
analysis as shown on the right. It also 
covers topics, such as micromobility, that 
were not addressed in I Mua Central Maui 
or other recent mobility plans for the 
Planning Area. 

The majority of transportation findings and 
recommendations for Central Maui could 
be applied throughout the island, as most 
Maui communities face similar mobility 
challenges. While the findings and 
recommendations in this report are 
relevant to and specific to Central Maui, 
they may also be applicable islandwide.

Source: I Mua Central Maui, 2023



3. Preliminary 
Recommendations
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Key Findings
• While the mobility network in Central Maui is much more developed than in many parts of the 

island, the active transportation and transit networks are insufficient to meet the needs of 
current residents. 

• A disconnected street grid, expanded during the development of Dream City in the late 1940s, 
forces people to take circuitous routes that translate to longer trips and increase congestion on 
Central Maui’s few connected corridors.

• Fewer than half the roads in Central Maui have sidewalks. While sidewalks are not needed along 
every road, providing safe places to walk and roll to major destinations is critical. 

• Many of the highest-crash corridors in Central Maui are State routes, which can limit the 
County’s ability to make street design changes. 

• Most Maui Bus service runs infrequently. Additionally, service in the evenings is quite limited, 
especially for routes that connect into Central Maui.

• There are no shared mobility or micromobility programs in Central Maui, which means that most 
people own a car.
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Preliminary Policy Framework 
Recommendations
To ensure consistency with Central Maui’s most recent transportation planning efforts, policy 
in the Community Plan should mirror the goals of I Mua Central Maui, listed below.

• Increase Safety and Accessibility: Create a transportation system that is safe and accessible for 
everyone, regardless of age, ability, or transportation mode choice. 

• Improve Connectivity: Link people to important destinations in Central Maui and to other parts of 
the island, supporting a more equitable transportation system.

• Provide Sustainable Mobility Choices: Expand sustainable and affordable transportation options 
that provide people a range of choices and reduce fossil fuel emissions. 

• Maintain Our Assets: Maintain our existing streets, sidewalks, bridges, and other transportation 
infrastructure for future generations. 

• Create Welcoming Places: Enhance our streets and sidewalks to create attractive and comfortable 
places in Central Maui. 
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Preliminary Policy Framework 
Recommendations

These preliminary Policy Framework recommendations highlight policy and program recommendations from past plans 
and priority Central Maui initiatives, including I Mua Central Maui, Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor, Hele Mai Maui, 
and Getting on Board Maui Bus. Those plans build upon the Countywide Policy Plan and Maui Island Plan, as well as 
dozens of past transportation plans. This subset of recommendations is intended to address the issues and opportunities 
presented in this Paper. 

• Complete projects identified and prioritized in I Mua Central Maui.
• Focus on quick-build approaches to help streamline project delivery, reduce traffic collisions, and advance Central Maui’s 

transportation priorities more quickly.
• Adopt a County of Maui Complete Streets Ordinance to guide Central Maui’s capital and maintenance projects, codifying the County’s 

intent to improve safety, accessibility, and mobility for all travelers. 
• Finalize the Central Maui Street Design Guidelines, including network connectivity requirements, and update the standard details and 

specifications for modern, multimodal transportation infrastructure. 
• Implement a County Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Policy to leverage transportation investments and promote 

sustainable travel options on Maui, including for visitors. Focus early implementation in Central Maui, the island’s employment center. 
• Develop and fully implement a Transportation Impact Fee Program to ensure that private development is contributing to Central 

Maui’s multimodal transportation infrastructure.
• Update County parking requirements to remove parking minimums and support more affordable and workforce housing development.
• Update the exemption process to ensure workforce and affordable housing development incorporates sidewalks and bus stops.
• Establish a visitor travel management program to disincentive rental car use, especially for visitors arriving at OGG. 
• Solicit community feedback on a micromobility program, and pilot a program of electric bikes and scooters in Central Maui.
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Preliminary Growth Framework 
Recommendations
These preliminary Growth Framework recommendations highlight recommendations from past 
plans and priority Central Maui initiatives, including I Mua Central Maui, Ka‘ahumanu Ave 
Community Corridor, Hele Mai Maui, and Getting on Board Maui Bus. Those plans build upon 
the Countywide Policy Plan and Maui Island Plan, as well as dozens of past transportation 
plans. This subset of recommendations is intended to address the issues and opportunities 
presented in this Paper. 

 
• Advance transit-oriented community (TOC) planning and development and create a Transit-Oriented 

Community Overlay for parts of Central Maui.
• Adopt a County of Maui Complete Streets Ordinance to guide Central Maui’s future development, 

codifying the County’s intent to improve safety, accessibility, and mobility for all travelers. 
• In all new development, require multimodal connections and “cut-throughs” in cul-de-sacs.
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4. Issues and Opportunities
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Existing Networks: 
Vehicular

• Well-connected street networks 
help people make more direct 
and shorter trips, improve 
accessibility, reduce delay, and 
lessen traffic congestion. 

• Many of Central Maui’s newer 
commercial areas have a 
disconnected street network, 
creating longer travel distances 
to many parts of the Planning 
Area. 

• The residential areas generally 
have curving street grids, which 
can make travel challenging, 
forcing people driving, walking, 
or rolling to go out of their way 
to make a connection. 
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Existing Networks: 
Freight

• There are four key freight 
routes in Central Maui: 
Honoapi‘ilani Highway, 
Kuihelani Highway, Maui 
Veterans Highway, and Hāna 
Highway. 

• Within Central Maui, major 
highways and Ka‘ahumanu 
Avenue are designated as 
“Primary Highway Freight 
Corridors” and Honoapi‘ilani 
Highway connecting to 
Wailuku is a “Critical Freight 
Corridor.” 

• These routes are often 
congested at peak hours, 
which can slow delivery times. 
With the increase in online 
shopping, freight and delivery 
needs are likely to increase in 
the coming years. 
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Existing Networks: 
Bus Transit

• Maui Bus is an important part 
of Central Maui’s 
transportation system. Of the 
12 fixed routes on the island, 
10 serve Central Maui directly. 

• The Kahului Loop and Wailuku 
Loop are among the higher 
ridership routes in Central 
Maui.

• The Getting on Board Maui Bus 
Route Study (completed in 
2022) identified the network 
shown on the right as the 
priority for investment. 
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Existing Networks: 
Biking

• Central Maui’s bike facilities 
are mostly limited to major 
roads in Kahului and Wailuku, 
with few facilities that are safe 
for people of all ages and 
abilities. 

• Central Maui has about 15 
miles of greenways and bike 
lanes and 24 miles of signed 
bike routes.

• The lack of safe and protected 
infrastructure coupled with 
longer travel distances makes 
it difficult for people to travel 
by bike for many trips. 

Source: Hawaii Statewide GIS 
Program, 2020 19



Existing Networks: 
Walking & Rolling

• Many of Central Maui’s 
streets—especially in the 
residential areas—lack 
sidewalks or separated paths 
for people walking or rolling. 
Additionally, the street 
network is often disconnected 
and difficult to navigate.

• Fewer than half the roads in 
Central Maui have sidewalks. 
While sidewalks are not 
needed along every road, 
providing safe places to walk 
and roll to schools, community 
centers, and other local 
destinations is critical. 
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Commute Travel 
Flows

• The majority of people who 
work in Central Maui also 
live in this part of the island, 
although more than 18,000 
people commute into Central 
Maui for work. 

• Over 9,000 Central Maui 
residents commute to jobs in 
other parts of the island, with 
the majority traveling to 
South and West Maui. 

• The number of people who 
live and work in Central Maui 
points to opportunities for 
more trips by active modes 
and transit. 
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Commute Mode 
Share

• The ways people get around 
today point to opportunities 
for mobility improvements in 
Central Maui. 

• In general, commute trends 
in Central Maui largely 
reflect island-wide trends.

• Nearly 74% of people drive 
alone to work, and almost 
16% of people carpool. 

• Less than 2% of people 
commute by bus, which 
reflects the limitations of the 
current network. 

Source: American Community Survey Data, 2022 22



Current Projects
• There are dozens of significant transportation 

projects underway or recently completed in 
Central Maui that respond to existing needs, 
including the Kahului Transit Center, which 
opened in late 2024.

• The County is designing the Wai‘ale Road 
(RAISE Grant funded) and ‘Imi Kālā Street 
extensions, which will provide important new 
multimodal connections. They are also 
preparing for construction of the Kanaloa 
Avenue and Lower Main Complete Streets 
projects. 

• The Wailuku Parking Garage opened in early 
2024, and it provides additional access to 
Wailuku’s many destinations, especially for 
evening visitors.

• The State is advancing the Hāna Highway 
Shared-Use Path and the Pu‘unēnē Avenue 
projects to support people driving, biking, 
walking, and rolling. Maui Bus Kahului Transit Center, source: Maui Now
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Planned Projects
• The I Mua Central Maui Transportation Study 

identified more than 100 projects to improve mobility 
over the next 20 years. 

• Additionally, the County of Maui’s Capital 
Improvement Program and the Maui Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s Transportation Improvement 
Program include dozens of near-term projects for 
Central Maui.

• New areas of development toward the west edge of 
Wailuku, in Wailuku Heights, within Waikapū 
(including Waikapū Country Town), and near the 
airport in Kahului will increase demands on the 
transportation system and may be required to fund 
new infrastructure. 

• Advancing complete streets and expanding the Maui 
Bus network were clear priorities of Central Maui 
residents who participated in the I Mua Central Maui 
planning process. 

Source: I Mua Central Maui, 2023
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Networks & Travel Trends: Key Gaps
• While the mobility network in Central Maui is much more developed than in many parts of the island, 

the active transportation and transit networks are insufficient to meet the needs of current 
residents. 

• A disconnected street grid in most areas developed after the 1940s forces people to take longer 
routes that increase congestion on the few continuous corridors.

• Key gaps in the multimodal network are in Waihe‘e and Waiehu, in newer areas of Kahului near the 
airport, and in more residential areas such as Wailuku Heights and Waikapū.

• The bike network in Central Maui is disconnected and comfortable for only the most confident of 
riders. Most people who responded to surveys during the I Mua Central Maui planning process said 
they would not ride a bike on Central Maui’s streets.

• The pandemic and wildfire in 2023 caused a decline in ridership on Maui Bus. Ridership increased 
when the agency briefly went fare-free, but decreased slightly after March of 2024 when fares were 
reinstated. Currently, bus ridership is again increasing slowly. 

• Project design and delivery takes a long time, but current and planned projects in Central Maui will 
fill some of the most critical mobility gaps. These projects will include important complete streets 
connections to ensure that all modes of travel are considered in street design. 
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Safety: Traffic 
Volumes

• Many of the major arterial 
roads in Central Maui are 
owned and managed by the 
State and they carry high 
volumes of traffic.

• Ka‘ahumanu Avenue is one of 
the busiest roads on Maui, 
carrying more than 40,000 
vehicles a day.

• Sections of Kahului Beach 
Road, Hāna Highway, 
Kuihelani Highway, and 
Pu‘unene Avenue also carry 
significant traffic. 

• These corridors are also 
among Central Maui’s highest 
crash areas. 
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Safety: All Crashes

• Between 2017 and 2021, just 
over 35% of all traffic 
collisions and 30% of fatal 
collisions (21) on Maui were in 
Central Maui. 

• In the Planning Area, 10% of 
crashes involving a cyclist or 
pedestrian and 1.5% of motor 
vehicle crashes ended in a 
fatality. 

• The roads with the greatest 
number of crashes are also 
those that carry the most 
vehicles per day and are 
generally State roads. These 
include Hāna Highway, 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main 
Street, Kahului Beach Road, 
and Waiehu Beach Road.
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Safety: Bike Level 
of Traffic Stress
• Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress 

(LTS) is a measure that helps 
explain how comfortable most 
people would be biking on a 
specific street. It is based on 
factors like speed, roadway 
width, bicycle facilities, and 
traffic volumes. 

• In Central Maui, the residential 
streets are currently the least 
stressful, mostly due to lower 
speed limits and fewer cars on 
the road. 

• In residential areas, bike paths 
and sidewalks are often 
improperly used for vehicle 
parking.

• The more stressful streets are 
also those with higher numbers 
of traffic collisions. Source: Hawaii Statewide GIS Program, 2020 

Nelson\Nygaard, 2023 28



Safety: Bicycle & 
Pedestrian-
Involved Crashes
• This map highlights areas of 

Central Maui where more 
pedestrians and cyclists were 
hit by people driving vehicles.  

• Between 2017 and 2021, there 
were about 16 crashes per 
year involving people walking, 
rolling, and biking.

• Areas with high numbers of 
crashes include Waiehu Beach 
Road, the intersection of 
Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and 
Kahului Beach Road, parts of 
Main Street in Wailuku, and 
along Dairy Road.

• Crashes in Central Maui 
account for nearly 40% of 
pedestrian and cyclist serious 
or fatal injuries on Maui. 



Safety: Key Gaps
• The Maui Vision Zero Action Plan was adopted in 2021, with a goal of eliminating fatalities and 

serious injuries caused by traffic crashes. 

• The crash patterns in Central Maui are similar to those across the island: high-speed, high-
volume roadways are the areas where most collisions occur. The factors involved in those 
crashes include alcohol or drugs, speed, driver distraction, and running red lights. 

• Many of the highest-crash corridors in Central Maui are State routes, which can limit the 
County’s ability to make street design changes. 

• Focusing safety improvements on Ka‘ahumanu Avenue, Main Street, Kahului Beach Road, 
Waiehu Beach Road, Dairy Road, and Pu‘unēnē Avenue would address the highest-crash 
locations (for people using all modes) in Central Maui.

• Providing safe, protected, and separated facilities for people walking, rolling, and biking can 
help to reduce the number and severity of pedestrian- and bicycle-involved collisions.

• Decluttering sidewalks and roadways by reducing signs and poles could help improve visibility 
and provide more space for people walking, biking, and rolling.
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Access: Transit 
Ridership by Route

• Maui Bus is an important part 
of Central Maui’s 
transportation system. 

• Of the 12 fixed routes on the 
island, 10 serve Central Maui 
directly. 

• The Kahului Loop and Wailuku 
Loop (and their reverse 
counterparts) are among the 
higher ridership routes in 
Central Maui and have the 
most stops in the Community 
Plan area. 

• These routes had annual 
ridership of 97,000 and 76,000 
riders, respectively, with about 
200-250 average daily 
boardings in 2023. 

Source: Maui Bus, 2023

Average Daily Boardings by Route by day of the week in Central Maui
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Access: Transit 
Ridership by Route

• For the 10 Maui Bus routes 
that serve Central Maui, 
annual ridership in 2023 
ranged from a high of 262,000 
riders on the West Maui 
Islander to 7,000 riders on the 
New Waihe‘e Villager. 

• The “loop” routes in Central 
Maui are very popular, with 
total annual ridership for 2023 
at just over 300,000 riders 
across the four routes.

Source: Maui Bus, 2023

Route Name Annual Ridership (2023)
West Maui Islander 262,000

Kihei Islander 210,000

Lahaina Islander 174,000

Kahului Loop 97,000

Wailuku Loop 76,000

Wailuku Reverse Loop 71,000

Upcountry Islander 69,000

Haiku Islander 69,000

Kahului Reverse Loop 69,999

Ka‘anapali Islander 33,999

New Kula Islander 26,000

New Waihe‘e Villager 7,000
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Access: Transit 
Ridership by Stop

• The highest ridership bus 
stops on Maui are major 
transfer locations, such as the 
Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center, 
which has more than 1,000 
boardings a day. 

• Of the top 10 busiest stops on 
Maui, 3 are in Central Maui, 
including at Queen 
Ka‘ahumanu Center, the State 
and County Buildings in 
Wailuku, and near Long’s 
Drugs in Kahului. 

• The new Kahului Transit 
Center opened in late 2024 on 
Vevau Street, and has 
replaced Queen Ka‘ahumanu 
Center.
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Access: Sidewalk 
Connectivity

• Many of the bus stops in 
Central Maui have better 
sidewalk accessibility than 
other parts of the Planning 
Area.

• About one third of the bus 
stops in Central Maui have 
less than 50% sidewalk 
coverage, which makes it 
difficult for people walking 
and rolling to use the bus.

• Improving multimodal access 
to transit is especially 
important in parts of Central 
Maui with more children, 
seniors, and more people with 
disabilities.

Source: Maui Bus, 2023 
Nelson\Nygaard, 2024 34



Mobility as a Service (MaaS)
• Central Maui has no shared mobility services or shared micromobility services, which can 

make it difficult for people to live without a car in most parts of the Planning Area.

• “Mobility as a Service” or “Mobility on Demand” refers to ridesharing and ride-hailing 
opportunities (e.g., taxi, Lyft, Uber), microtransit, as well as shared mobility (e.g., carshare 
like ZipCar) and shared micromobility (e.g., bikes, scooters).

• There are taxis and hotel shuttles readily available at Kahului Airport, and both Lyft and Uber 
serve Central Maui throughout the day and night.

• Maui Bus will explore microtransit feasibility in areas outside of the fixed-route service area, 
including in Waihe‘e and Kula. The 2022 route study identified an on-demand zone to 
replace a poorly performing fixed route.

• Past plans have recommended community-supported carshare programs as well as pilot 
micromobility programs, but none have been implemented to date.
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Transit & MaaS: Key Gaps
• While most of Maui Bus’ fixed-route network operates into Central Maui, many of those routes 

were simply stopping at Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center to support connections. Most do not offer 
service throughout Central Maui.

• One of Central Maui’s busiest corridors—Ka‘ahumanu Avenue—has no bus stops. There are a 
significant number of jobs and homes within walking distance of the corridor, but there is no 
easy access to transit for those residents and employees. 

• Most Maui Bus service runs infrequently, which makes it difficult to use for trips that require 
connections or for short trips. Additionally, service in the evenings is quite limited, especially 
for routes that connect into Central Maui.

• There are no shared mobility or micromobility programs in Central Maui, which means that 
most people own a car. Ride-hailing and ride-sharing services are available but can be 
expensive for people who have lower incomes.
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Summary of Issues & Opportunities
The information in the previous slides provides an overview of Central Maui’s transportation issues and 
opportunities by mode. The summary below highlights key challenges to address through the 
Community Plan Update.

• It takes a long time to deliver major projects in Central Maui. The County lacks the staff resources to advance 
multiple priorities simultaneously.

• Much of the County’s focus for the past year has been on fire recovery and planning for the future of West Maui. 
While projects in Central Maui are moving forward, the pace has slowed.

• Central Maui’s transportation system and crash hot spots include several State routes, which limits the County’s 
ability to implement multimodal improvements and street redesigns.

• Most people on Maui drive for most trips. Mode split has changed very little in the last decade. 
• Suburban land use patterns and development limit connectivity in Central Maui, with many curving streets and 

dead ends that make most trips longer.
• Much of Central Maui’s growth is occurring in areas without appropriate multimodal infrastructure (e.g., near 

Hansen Road). This enhances the County’s burden for future improvements.
• The Navahine settlement directs prioritization of projects in Central Maui based on the commitment by HDOT to 

achieve the state’s goal of net-negative emissions by 2045. 
• Planning for resiliency to climate change and sea level rise and with a focus on safe evacuation routes has 

become even more of a priority for people across the island. 
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5. Strategies from Relevant 
Planning Documents
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Overview
This section contains a broad overview of related transportation and mobility policy direction 

from existing plans, including I Mua Central Maui, Ka‘ahumanu Ave Community Corridor, Hele 

Mai Maui, and Getting on Board Maui Bus. Those plans build upon the Countywide Policy Plan 

and Maui Island Plan, as well as dozens of past transportation plans. The strategies identified in 

this section, clustered by topic area, may inform transportation direction in the Central Maui 

Community Plan. 

39



Policy Review: Movement in Central Maui
Active Transportation

• Update and adopt the County’s 2012 Complete Streets policy as an ordinance. 
• Improve connections and crossings of major corridors, such as Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Pu‘unēnē Avenue 

to support people walking, rolling, and biking.
• Expand the pedestrian realm and amenities in pedestrian priority areas, such as Wailuku Town. 
• Develop and implement complete streets designs on critical connectors, including Kahului Beach Road.
• Focus complementary, low-stress walking and biking networks on neighborhood connections, such as 

Papa Avenue.
• Advance Maui’s Vision Zero Action Plan to save lives.
• Implement a quick-build demonstration program to test and iterate street designs. 
• Implement a “neighborhood slow streets” education and outreach campaign to reduce speeding.
• Expand the Safe Routes to School Program and develop a Safe Routes for Kupuna Program and a Safe 

Routes to Transit Program near the Kahului Transit Hub. 
• Implement a signage and wayfinding program in Central Maui focused on parks and schools. 
• Conduct an ADA assessment of the commercial areas in Central Maui, including Wailuku and Kahului. 
• Improve connections and access to the ocean and beaches. 
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Policy Review: Movement in Central Maui
Transit and Shared Mobility

• Establish more transit stops and hubs, as connectors that are welcoming spaces with amenities, 
multimodal services, art and wayfinding, and supportive retail.

• Improve bus service and amenities by siting stops on Ka‘ahumanu Avenue and Main Street, providing 
15-minute Maui Bus service, adding transit priority signals at key intersections, and prioritizing 
electrification of Central Maui routes.

• Extend the hours of operation for Maui Bus service to meet the demands of more trip types, such as 
evening and weekend events at the MACC.

• Enhance and activate bus stops throughout Central Maui, focusing first near parks and schools. 
• Improve the customer experience for existing Maui Bus riders, and attract and retain new riders.
• Identify shared and on-demand mobility options to support short trips, such as a trip from the Kahului 

Transit Hub to Market Steet, by including bike and scooter share, community-supported car share, and 
circulators or shuttles.

• Advance a shared mobility pilot project in Wailuku and Kahului.
• Create a pop-up commuter hub in the War Memorial Stadium parking lot.  
• Operate sustainable Maui Bus service by developing a transition plan for zero emissions vehicles and 

taking steps to reduce traffic congestion on routes such as Ka‘ahumanu Avenue.
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Policy Review: Movement in Central Maui
Freight, Goods, and Vehicles

• Support and connect people and goods to local retail, services, restaurants, and other businesses, 
especially in Wailuku Town, the commercial core of Kahului, and Waikapū Town.

• Establish an “adopt-a-median” program to improve medians, such as along Ka‘ahumanu Avenue.  
• Identify priority areas for lighting projects and safety enhancements, especially near schools, parks, and 

high-use areas like War Memorial Stadium.
• Explore removing slip lanes and free right turns to improve visibility and safety, especially on Ka‘ahumanu 

Avenue and Dairy Road.  
• Reduce speed limits on Ka‘ahumanu Avenue to match surrounding development, focusing on creating a 

uniform speed along the corridor.
• Develop a travel demand management program—beginning with County employees and visitors—to 

incentivize non-driving trips and provide education about multimodal travel options. 
• Develop gateway signage for major Central Maui corridors and destinations, especially near the airport.
• Highlight the importance of Kahului Harbor for ongoing freight use and industrial jobs, and explore the 

potential of integrating complementary commercial and/or hospitality uses at the periphery.
• Support efficient traffic operations with systems that allow real-time management of roadways. 
• Explore options to incentivize adoption of electric vehicles, including charging stations at major 

destinations such as the County buildings, Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center, and other shopping areas. 
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Policy Review: Parking in Central Maui
Curb Space and Vehicle Storage

• Allow the use of onsite surface parking for outdoor seating and permit the use of adjacent street 
parking for temporary seating, especially in areas like Market Street.

• Redevelop surface parking lots, like those near Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center and Long’s Drugs, into 
housing or mixed uses as parking supply increases.

• Remove chain link fences around surface parking lots behind Kahului Shopping Center to increase 
connectivity.

• Eliminate or reduce parking minimums in Kahului and Wailuku to allow developers to determine the 
appropriate level of supply.

• Explore a district parking program that includes metered parking in Wailuku and Kahului and street 
parking permits for residents.

• A parking management program has been established that created a parking revenue fund that 
funds the program and transportation parks improvements.
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Policy Review: Growth in Central Maui
Land Use and Development

• Advance transit-oriented community (TOC) planning and development and create a Transit-
Oriented Community Overlay for parts of Central Maui. 

• Complete updates to the Maui Zoning Code to support TOC features.
• Consider providing impact fee waivers or other forms of gap assistance to developers of 

transit-oriented projects, such as redevelopment of Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center.
• Build housing to serve changing needs, including multimodal access and connections.
• Update the 201H and 2.97 MCC exemptions process to ensure affordable and workforce 

housing development includes safe, comfortable, and accessible walkways.
• Make Ka‘ahumanu Avenue a welcoming place with native trees and vegetation.
• Create vital community hubs that support resiliency and mobility needs. 
• Establish an activation and special use permit to support placemaking in the right-of-way, 

especially in areas like Wailuku Town.
• Develop a native planting plan and identify areas for shade trees, such as along Ka‘ahumanu 

Avenue, Kahului Beach Road, and Pu‘unēnē Avenue. 
• Create pedestrian connections between commercial parcels, such as Kahului Shopping Center 

and Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center, and surrounding neighborhoods.
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